
Standard Form Player Contract – PRL, RPA & RFU Agreed 01.03.16 
 

STANDARD FORM PLAYER CONTRACT – VERSION 2016 

 

THIS AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made the ………………..………………………….………… 20.. 

BETWEEN:  

(1) …………………………………………….…(Company Registration No:…………………..) 

whose registered office is ……………………………………………………………………("the 

Club") 

AND 

(2) …………………………………………………………… whose address is 
…………………………………………..……………………………........................ ("the Player") 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
A. Premier Rugby Limited (“PRL”) acting on behalf of all professional rugby clubs being 

shareholders of PRL has agreed with the Rugby Players Association (“the RPA”) to govern 
the relationship between professional rugby clubs and professional rugby players from time 
to time and this document is the standard form of player contract which has been approved 
by the Rugby Football Union (“RFU”).   

 
B. Should a Player be invited to join an England Senior, Saxons or U20s’ representative team 

the RFU will expect him to sign an agreement described as the Elite Player Squad (EPS) 
Player Agreement setting out his playing and commercial obligations whilst on England duty.  
Signature of this document will be a condition for a Player being selected to play for England 
representative teams by the RFU.  The Player shall not enter into any other agreement with 
the RFU during the currency of this Agreement unless otherwise agreed by PRL and the 
Club. 

 
 
THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 
1 STANDARD CONTRACT  

 
1.1 The Club and the Player acknowledge that this Agreement is the standard form 

player contract as agreed between PRL and the RPA, and approved by the RFU 
(“the Standard Form”).  
 

1.2 The Club and the Player agree that any variations in this Agreement from the 
Standard Form shall be identified in Schedule 4 and will be shown marked in this 
Agreement. A copy of this Agreement will be forwarded to PRL, or its nominated 
representative, within 28 days of the signing of this Agreement. PRL and the RPA 
will review all Schedule 4 variations on an annual basis, usually in November each 
year. 

 

2 APPOINTMENT BY THE CLUB & CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT 

2.1 The Club shall employ the Player, and the Player shall serve the Club, subject to 
clause 8, as a professional rugby union player exclusively and entirely upon the 
terms and conditions specified in this Agreement and in the attached Schedules. The 
Player and the Club hereby agree to fulfil their obligations contained herein in good 
faith at all times.   
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2.2 The Player and Club by their signatures hereto confirm that the Player receives no 
remuneration for the provision of his services under this Agreement from the Club 
other than as set out in Schedule 1. 

 
2.3 The Player’s employment will commence on the Commencement Date and will 

terminate on the Termination Date specified in Schedule 1 to this Agreement unless 
terminated earlier under the provisions of this Agreement. No employment with a 
previous employer shall count towards the Player’s continuous employment with the 
Club. 

2.4 It is envisaged that the Player will be required to perform the majority of his duties at 
the Club’s address at the head of this Agreement but it is in the nature of the 
employment that the Player will be asked to perform his duties under this Agreement 
at other various locations within and outside the United Kingdom. 

2.5 The Club may require the Player to undergo a medical examination no later than 28 
days (unless otherwise agreed by the Player) prior to the Commencement Date, to 
take place at an agreed time and venue (“Pre-Contract Medical Examination”). For 
the avoidance of doubt, this clause 2.5 shall not apply to renewals or extensions of 
this Agreement. 

2.6 The Player shall use all reasonable endeavours to procure that the Club is provided 
with full medical records, and where practicable, no later than 7 days prior to the date 
of the agreed Pre-Contract Medical Examination referred to in clause 2.5 above.  

2.7 If the Player does not pass the Pre-Contract Medical Examination to the reasonable 
satisfaction of the Club’s medical expert and is unable to play rugby for the Club 
within 9 weeks of the Commencement Date (“9 Week Period”) by reason of the same 
medical condition that caused the Player to fail the Pre-Contract Medical 
Examination, then the Club may terminate this Agreement by notice in writing with 
immediate effect upon expiry of the 9 Week Period.  During the 9 Week Period the 
Player shall receive his full salary and benefits. For the avoidance of doubt, the Club 
will provide the Player with full medical support during the 9 Week Period in 
accordance with its obligations under this Agreement. 

2.8 The Club’s medical expert will certify in writing whether the Player has passed the 
Pre-Contract Medical Examination and, where the Player has failed the Pre-Contract 
Medical Examination, provide a full written explanation as to why the Player has 
failed no later than 3 days after the date of the Pre-Contract Medical Examination. In 
the event that the Player shall dispute the outcome of the Pre-Contract Medical 
Examination he shall be entitled to require the opinion of an independent medical 
expert, in which event the Player shall proceed in accordance with clause 10.3 below. 

3 REMUNERATION & EXPENSES 

3.1 The Club shall pay the Player the salary detailed in Schedule 1 of this Agreement 
and the salary shall be payable monthly in arrears on or before the last day of each 
month. For the avoidance of doubt such salary shall be no less than the applicable 
national minimum wage rate. 

3.2 The Club will reimburse the Player all reasonable expenses properly incurred by him 
in or about the performance of his duties for the Club, and for any Loan Club in 
accordance with clause 8, under this Agreement in accordance with the Club's 
expenses procedures. 

3.3 Subject to the obligation to pay no less than the applicable national minimum wage 
pursuant to clause 3.1 above, the Club shall be permitted to reduce the Player’s 
salary or make deductions from salary as follows: 
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3.3.1 in the event of the Player being suspended pursuant to the RFU’s Illicit Drugs 
Policy as provided in clause 6.10 below and the Player having a “strike” 
against him under the terms of such policy prior to the signing of this 
Agreement, in which case the Club may reduce the Player’s salary by up to 
80% during any period of suspension (without prejudice to the Club’s right to 
terminate this Agreement pursuant to clause 11, below); or 

3.3.2 in the event that the Player shall be fined for failure to complete any 
Mandatory Education Programmes set by the Professional Game Board 
(“PGB”) in accordance with RFU Regulations and where any appeal process 
shall have been exhausted, the Club may make appropriate deductions from 
the Player’s salary to the extent of the value of and in order to pay any such 
fines on the Player’s behalf; or 

3.3.3 make a deduction from salary following the issuing of any fine in accordance 
with the Club’s disciplinary procedure and where any appeal process shall 
have been exhausted as set out at Schedule 3, to the extent of the value of 
such fine; or 

3.3.4 make a deduction from salary in the event that the Player owes any other 
sums to the Club for any reason, to the extent of the value of such sums.  

   
3.4 The Player confirms that any of the above deductions shall amount to a lawful 

deduction for the purposes of the Employment Rights Act of 1996. The Player, for 
the avoidance of doubt, agrees that any fine which the Club pays on his behalf may 
be set off in whole or in part against monies otherwise due to the Player from the 
Club under the terms of this Agreement. 

 
 

4 HOURS OF WORK & HOLIDAYS 

4.1 Due to the nature of the employment there are no set hours of employment and the 
Player will make himself available to play and/or train on any day of the week, 
including Sundays and Bank Holidays, as required and notified to the Player in 
advance, subject to the Player’s obligation to take at least one day’s complete rest 
per week, such rest day to be directed by the Club, or the Loan Club as applicable.  

4.2 The Player and the Club acknowledge that in normal circumstances (excluding 
summer tours with national teams or the British and Irish Lions) the Player should 
not play more than 2560 minutes in competitive rugby matches (excluding pre-
season friendlies) during each season. The total playing time referred to in this 
clause shall be reviewed annually and any variation shall be agreed by PRL and the 
RPA and shall be notified in writing to the Club and the Player and shall take effect 
at the start of the following season. 

 
Should the Player’s competitive match time approach this limit, the Player and the 
Club shall meet to agree a resolution, consulting with, PRL and the RPA.   

 
4.3 The Player shall be entitled to a minimum of 30 days' holiday (including weekends) 

per holiday year with pay, subject to clause 4.5 below, to be taken at such times as 
may be agreed with the team manager of the Club from time to time or his deputy 
(hereinafter defined as the “Team Manager”) and, for the avoidance of doubt, the 
Team Manager shall have sole discretion in relation to the approval or otherwise of 
holidays during the playing season.  

4.4 The holiday year shall run from 1 July to 30 June. Holidays shall accrue at the rate 
of 2.5 days per month.  Holidays accrued but untaken during the holiday year may 
not be carried forward to subsequent holiday years, save where necessary to give 
effect to the Player’s statutory entitlements.     
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4.5  The Player shall be entitled to have a minimum 2 week (14 days) continuous period 
of absolute rest away from the Club’s facilities and any Club organised training (and 
such rest period shall form part of the Player’s holiday entitlement set out at clause 
4.3 above), and subject to clauses 4.6 and 4.7 below, such period of rest shall be 
taken immediately after the later of:  

 
a)   the last competitive match of his club’s season; or 
 
b)   his last day of duty on any international summer tour for which the Player is 

selected;  
 

and which shall be immediately followed by a minimum 3 week (21 days) continuous 
period of active rest. For the avoidance of doubt, during such period of active rest, 
the Player shall not be required to take part in any organised training sessions at or 
with the Club however the Player may voluntarily, (but without any obligation)  use 
the Club’s facilities during the period of active rest.  Thereafter, formal training with 
the Club may commence.  
 
Without prejudice to clause 4.7 below, any variations to this clause 4.5 proposed by 
the Club shall require the prior written agreement of the Player, PRL and the RPA to 
have effect. 

 
4.6 Where the Player has joined the Club from: 
 

(i) another northern hemisphere club during the Club’s “off” season, the 
Player's absolute rest period (followed by his active rest period) shall 
commence immediately after the last competitive match of his previous 
club’s season or his last day of duty on any international summer tour for 
which the Player is selected, if later; or  
 

(ii) a southern hemisphere club, the Player’s absolute rest period shall be as 
agreed between the Club and the Player. 

 
4.7 Where the Player has been injured for more than 5 weeks immediately prior to the 

last competitive match of his Club’s season the absolute and active rest periods 
referred to in clause 4.5 above may be varied if mutually agreed in writing by the 
Player and the Club. 

 
4.8 In the event of termination of employment, a payment in lieu of any accrued untaken 

holiday entitlement will be made.  In circumstances where the Player's contract is 
terminated pursuant to clause 10.6, if the Player has taken more holiday than has 
accrued at the date of termination he will repay the appropriate sum to the Club and 
agrees that this sum may be set off in whole or in part against monies otherwise due 
to the Player from the Club under this Agreement. 

 
5 CLUB OBLIGATIONS 

The Club will throughout the Term of this Agreement as set out in Schedule 1: 
 

5.1 ensure that all relevant World Rugby (“World Rugby”) Rules and Regulations, RFU 
Rules and Regulations, European Professional Club Rugby (“EPCR”) Regulations, 
Club Rules, the Salary Capping Regulations and PRL, PGB or RFU Codes of 
Conduct and all relevant insurance policies are available to and for inspection by the 
Player at the Club premises; 

5.2 fit out the Player for matches and training with such items of Playing Kit and 
Leisurewear, as defined and detailed in Schedule 2, as may be deemed suitable or 
necessary by the Club; 
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5.3 arrange where necessary for the provision of transport, accommodation and 
subsistence for the Player when engaged on the Club's business including but not 
limited to Promotional Activities as defined and detailed in Schedule 2; 

5.4 ensure that proper medical personnel equipment and facilities are available at all 
matches and training sessions; 

5.5 provide the Player with training facilities, professional coaching and training services 
and the opportunity to be trained and coached so as to enable the Player to maintain 
his form, health and high standard of physical fitness; 

5.6 arrange promptly and pay for such treatment as may be prescribed by the medical 
or dental adviser to the Club in relation to injuries sustained in the performance of 
the obligations set out in clause 6. Such treatment shall be for a duration of up to 
nine months from the date of injury (or until a new contract has been obtained by the 
Player to play professional rugby) in order to restore the Player to fitness to play 
professional rugby or, in the case of the Player’s retirement due to such injuries, to 
a level of health and fitness consistent with the nature and extent of the injury 
suffered. The obligation to provide such treatment shall continue to apply even if the 
Term of this Agreement expires after such treatment has been prescribed 
PROVIDED that the Club shall not be liable for the cost of any dental charges for 

injuries which arise in circumstances where the Player has failed to wear a mouth 
guard unless his failure to do so was upon advice from a dental practitioner;  

5.7 use reasonable endeavours to ensure that all relevant insurance policies are 
provided through the arrangements organised by RPA, PRL and the RFU.  The Club 
will provide details of these policies on request;   

5.8 produce to the Player upon request full details of the insurance policies effected by 
it under the terms of this Agreement; 

5.9 support education programmes and/or vocational training policies as agreed by the 
PGB from time to time;  

5.10 provide the opportunity for the Player to meet with his RPA Personal Development 
Manager on at least two (2) occasions per season; 

5.11 fully support the RPA’s Personal Development Programme; and 

5.12 subject to clauses 14 and 15 below, not at any time (whether during the Term of this 
Agreement or after its expiry) disclose any privileged or confidential information 
obtained during the Player's employment save to any professional advisers or in 
accordance with the requirements of the Salary Capping Regulations. For the 
purposes of this clause, confidential information is information however recorded 
relating to the affairs and finances of the Player for the time being confidential to the 
Player. The only other disclosure permitted shall be to the extent required by law or 
where such information enters the public domain other than as a result of a breach 
by the Club of its obligations under this Agreement. 

6 PLAYER’S OBLIGATIONS 

The Player shall throughout the Term of this Agreement as set out in Schedule 1: 
 
6.1 not participate without the Club’s express written authority in any recreational sport 

or activity that is likely to endanger his fitness or ability to train or play rugby for the 
Club; 

  
6.2     not (save where permitted pursuant to clauses 8 or 9 below) train for or play rugby 

union or any other competitive sport for any other club, team, body or rugby 
organisation otherwise than for the Club unless:  
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6.2.1 he shall have prior written authorisation from the Club to do so; and  
 
6.2.2 the applicable club, team, body, organisation or union concerned shall have 

accepted in writing, to the satisfaction of PRL, liability for loss of salary, 
medical costs or other associated costs caused by any injury sustained by 
the Player in the course of such participation; 

 
6.3 attend all matches and training sessions, as and when required by the Team 

Manager, and Promotional Activities subject to the requirements of clauses 8 and 9; 
 

6.4 make all reasonable endeavours to maintain his form and health and the high 
standard of physical fitness as reasonably laid down from time to time by the Club 
so as to be available for regular selection for matches provided that the Player shall 
not be under any obligation to make payments to third parties in meeting his 
obligations under this clause; 

 
6.5 wear a suitably fitting mouth guard for all appropriate practices and matches (unless 

otherwise permitted by the Club following medical advice); 
 

6.6 wear or use any relevant items of Playing Kit or Leisurewear supplied to him by the 
Club on and off the field when playing or training as a member of the Club and when 
engaged in the Club's business including Promotional Activities and comply with all 
lawful and reasonable instructions and directions of the Team Manager or someone 
authorised to act on his behalf. For the avoidance of doubt, the Player shall be 
permitted to enter into sponsorship or other agreements with a base layer and 
protective clothing manufacturer. However, should the Player wish to use any base 
layer or protective clothing which contains branding or other identifying colours or 
features which conflict with a Club sponsor, the Player shall only be entitled to wear 
such base layer or protective clothing providing that the branding or any other 
identifying colours or features are removed; 

 
6.7 subject to agreed inter-club loan arrangements set out in clause 8 below, not provide 

to any other rugby union club services similar to those required to be provided under 
this Agreement and not to do anything that conflicts with the performance by the 
Player of any of his services under this Agreement provided that the above does not 
prevent the Player during the last six months of the Term from entering into an 
agreement that takes effect after the expiry of this Agreement; 

 
6.8 at all times observe established standards of conduct both on and off the field using 

his reasonable endeavours to promote rugby union, its image, the Club and its 
interests; and not do or omit to do or permit to be done anything which is likely to 
damage rugby union (or the Club) or bring it (or them) into disrepute; 

 
6.9 at all times comply with and observe all World Rugby Bye-Laws and Regulations, 

RFU Rules and Regulations, EPCR Regulations, the Salary Capping Regulations 
and PRL, PGB and RFU Codes of Conduct and the Heads of Agreement signed by 
the RFU and PRL and the Premiership Clubs, dated 16th October 2007, as amended 
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘Heads’) and any club rules;   

 
6.10 comply with and agree to submit at any time upon request to a drugs test 

administered by UK Sport or such other person or body appointed by the RFU, 6 
Nations, EPCR or any other authorised body whether in or out of competition and 
including any test pursuant to the RFU’s anti-doping regulations or illicit drugs policy.   
If necessary, the Player further agrees to comply with any relevant ‘whereabouts’ or 
other testing programmes which he is notified that he must apply comply with. In the 
case of any conflict between this Agreement and any club rules the provisions of this 
Agreement shall prevail; 
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6.11  not at any time (whether during the Term of this Agreement or after its expiry) 
disclose any privileged or confidential information obtained during his employment 
save to professional advisers or the Salary Cap Manager.  For the purposes of this 
clause confidential information is information however recorded relating to the affairs 
and finances of the Club for the time being confidential to the Club and trade secrets 
including without limitation know-how relating to the business of the Club.  The only 
other disclosure permitted shall be to the extent required by law or where such 
information enters the public domain other than as a result of a breach by the Player 
of his obligations under this Agreement; 

 
6.12  and for six months after the termination of this agreement comply at all times with 

the prohibitions and obligations set out in RFU Regulation 17 (Anti-Corruption and 
Betting).  For avoidance of doubt, this includes obligations upon the Player not to 
bet, wager or gamble on any rugby union match or make to or receive from any 
person or organisation whatsoever a payment or other incentive as an inducement 
to influence the outcome of any element of a match except for such payments to be 
made by the Club to the Player as are specifically provided for in this Agreement;  

 
6.13 in acknowledgment of the importance of the Salary Capping Regulations or any 

future equivalent or similar system in ensuring the financial viability of PRL Clubs and 
preserving a financially healthy and competitive Premiership competition, fully co-
operate in the Salary Cap auditing exercise including meeting with the Salary Cap 
Manager (with an RPA representative in attendance if requested by the Player) and, 
when requested by the Salary Cap Manager:  

 
(i) without undue delay provide PRL, or any other person appointed by PRL 

to manage the Salary Capping Regulations (including any third party 
appointed by PRL), with copies of and/or access to all contracts, financial 
records, bank records, tax returns and other tax records, insurance 
records, email records and telephone records which the Salary Cap 
Manager, acting reasonably, and in good faith, believes are likely to be 
relevant to the Salary Cap auditing exercise (“Relevant Records”); and  
 

(ii) consent to PRL, or any other person appointed by PRL to manage the 
Salary Capping Regulations, obtaining such Relevant Records from any 
other person or entity.  

 
The provisions of sub-paragraph (i) and (ii) above will only apply in circumstances 
where the Salary Cap Manager has reasonable grounds (based on bona fide 
information and acting in good faith) to suspect a breach of the Salary Capping 
Regulations, and as part of the request the Salary Cap Manager shall have provided 
brief details to the Player explaining the reasons beforehand.  

 
In exercising the rights set out in this clause, PRL and the Club agree that:  

 
(A) a copy of any such request under (i), and/or (ii) above shall be provided on a 
contemporaneous basis to the Chief Executive of the RPA, subject to receipt by PRL 
of an undertaking by the Chief Executive of the RPA that all applicable data 
protection legislation in place from time to time will be complied with and the contents 
shall be kept strictly confidential and not disclosed to any third party in any 
circumstances (other than to the RPA’s professional advisers in circumstances 
where the Player has sought the RPA’s advice); and  

 
(B) the provision of any Relevant Records shall be subject to receipt by the Player of 
an undertaking from PRL (including on behalf of any other person appointed by PRL 
to manage the Salary Capping Regulations) that all applicable data protection 
legislation in place from time to time will be complied with, that all such Relevant 
Records and the contents of the same shall (during and after any Salary Cap auditing 
exercise) be kept strictly confidential and not disclosed to any third party in any 
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circumstances and that all such Relevant Records and the contents of the same shall 
be used solely for the purposes of the Salary Cap auditing exercise;  
 

6.14 meet with his RPA Personal Development Manager on at least two (2) occasions per 
season; 

6.15 support education programmes and/or vocational training policies as agreed by the 
PGB from time to time;  

6.16 fully support the RPA’s Personal Development Programme; and 
 
6.17  during any period as an EPS Player only conduct RFU and/or RFU sponsor 

(including partners and/or suppliers) related commercial or promotional appearances 
outside EPS release periods in accordance with the policy agreed by PRL with the 
RFU and the RPA.  When such policy is agreed or amended, it will form part of this 
Agreement and the EPS Agreement and will be advised in writing to the Player.  The 
RFU, PRL and RPA intend that this policy will be agreed prior to 31 March 2016. 

 
 
7 REGISTRATION & PERMITS 

7.1 Upon the execution of this Agreement the Club shall immediately use best 
endeavours to effect the registration of the Player with the Club under the RFU 
Registration Regulations in force at the time if he is not already so registered and the 
Player shall provide all necessary information to assist in such registration.  In the 
event that registration is not achieved then this Agreement shall lapse and the Club 
shall not be liable for any damages. 

7.2 Upon the execution of this Agreement the Club shall immediately use best 
endeavours to obtain a work permit if required.  In the event that a work permit is not 
obtained where required, this Agreement shall lapse. 

7.3 Subject to clause 8 below, during the Term of this Agreement as set out in Schedule 
1 the Club and the Player shall use reasonable endeavours to maintain the 
registration of the Player with the Club PROVIDED that the Player may apply to the 
RFU for deregistration if the Player certifies in writing to the RFU that he is no longer 
under any contractual obligation to the Club. The Club shall use reasonable 
endeavours to maintain in force any applicable or relevant permits required by law. 
For the avoidance of doubt the selection of players to enable work permits to be 
renewed shall not constitute reasonable endeavours. 

8 PLAYER SECONDMENT OR LOAN 

8.1  The Club may, with the Player's prior consent, arrange for the Player to be seconded 
or loaned to any other Rugby Football Club (“the Loan Club”) on a temporary basis 
for purposes consistent with the Player's duties under this Agreement.  During any 
period in which the Player is seconded or loaned in accordance with this clause the 
Player shall continue to be bound by all terms of this Agreement except where such 
terms are wholly inconsistent with the secondment or loan.  In addition, the Player 
shall, in relation to the Loan Club, maintain standards of performance and conduct 
consistent with the standards of performance and conduct required in relation to the 
Club in accordance with this Agreement.  The Club will reimburse the Player all 
reasonable expenses properly incurred by him in or about the performance of his 
duties whilst seconded or loaned to the Loan Club, which shall include, but not be 
limited to, travelling to and from the Loan Club, in accordance with clause 3.2. 

8.2 For the avoidance of doubt, the Player shall continue to receive his salary and all 
benefits during the period of any loan pursuant to this clause 8 including but not 
limited to pro rata holiday accrual, pension contributions and insurance provisions. 
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9 PLAYER RELEASE 

9.1 The Club agrees to release any Player who is qualified for England, for England 
international matches and training periods agreed between the RFU and PRL in 
accordance with the Heads or, in the event of the termination of the Heads, World 
Rugby Regulation 9.  

9.2 If the Player is not qualified for England, the Club hereby agrees to release the Player 
for international matches and training periods in accordance with World Rugby 
Regulation 9.  

 
9.3 The Club will only agree to release the Player for any select or representative team 

other than for the Union for which he is qualified if satisfactory commercial terms 
have been agreed between PRL and the relevant organising body or bodies. 
Furthermore, it is accepted that the joint policy of insurance referred to at clause 5.7 
will not be effective and all liability must be accepted by the relevant team organiser 
irrespective of whether any policy of insurance is in force. 

 
9.4 For the avoidance of doubt the Player shall continue to receive his salary and all 

benefits during the period of any release pursuant to this Clause 9 including but not 
limited to pro rata holiday accrual, pension contributions and insurance provisions.  

 
 

10 INCAPACITY  

10.1 The Player shall immediately report any incapacity or sickness to the Team Manager 
and shall submit promptly to such medical or dental examination as the Club may 
reasonably require for the purposes of establishing whether the Player is able to play 
rugby for and/or train with the Club. The Player shall undergo such treatment as may 
be prescribed by the medical or dental advisers for the Club, subject to the Player 
reserving the right to obtain his own medical or dental advice at his own expense 
before undergoing any such treatment. In the case of dispute the parties agree to 
submit to the process set out in clauses 10.2 and 10.3 below. 

10.2 Following an examination carried out in accordance with Clause 10.1 above, the 
medical or dental expert who carried out the examination shall if the Player so 
requests certify in writing within 3 days whether or not in their opinion the Player is 
incapacitated by illness, injury or accident from playing rugby for, or training with, the 
Club.   

10.3 Within seven days of receipt of the written certificate of the Club's medical expert the 
Player will notify the Club whether he accepts the finding or whether he requires the 
opinion of an independent medical expert.  Should the Player exercise this right, the 
following procedure shall apply: 

10.3.1 the independent medical expert shall be appointed by the parties jointly in 
writing or in the event of disagreement as to the identity of the independent 
medical expert by the President (or other acting senior officer for the time 
being) of the Royal College of Surgeons on the request of either party; 

10.3.2 the medical expert so appointed shall afford the parties the opportunity to 
make representations to him or her;  

10.3.3 the fees and expenses of the medical expert including the costs of the 
nomination shall be borne jointly by the Club and the Player; 

10.3.4 the decision of the independent medical expert shall (in the absence of 
manifest error) be binding on the parties. 
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10.4 Subject to clauses 10.6 and 10.7 below the Player shall continue to receive his full 
salary and benefits during an aggregate period of 9 months’ incapacity arising from 
illness, injury or accident in any 12 month period. In respect of any further 3 month 
period of incapacity including for the avoidance of doubt any period of notice as 
provided for in clause 10.6 below (“Further Incapacity”), the Player shall receive 50% 
of his salary and benefits. Thereafter, any payment of salary or provision of benefits 
shall be at the Club’s sole discretion. Should the Club not, following the Further 
Incapacity, restore the Player’s remuneration to its pre-incapacity level, the Player 
shall be entitled to terminate this Agreement by serving 7 days’ notice in writing. 

10.5 The Club will ensure that it shall promptly communicate the details of any injury which 
affects the Player’s ability to play rugby to the relevant insurance provider. 

10.6  If the Player shall be prevented by any incapacity arising from illness, injury or 
accident from playing rugby for the Club for an aggregate period of 9 months in any 
12 month period then the Club shall be entitled to terminate this Agreement by giving 
not less than 3 months’ written notice to the Player provided that at the time of giving 
such notice: 

10.6.1 the Player shall still be unable to play rugby for the Club due to illness, injury 
or accident;  

10.6.2   the Player shall have been examined by a suitably qualified medical 
practitioner, who has been instructed by the Club and with whom the Player 
shall co-operate, no earlier than 7 days before the date on which the written 
notice is given (“the Medical Examination”); and 

10.6.3  the Club and Player shall have received from the same suitably qualified 
medical practitioner, a certificate (the ‘Original Certificate’) dated not earlier 
than the date of the Medical Examination, stating that in their opinion the 
Player will be unfit to play rugby for a period of at least 28 days from the date 
of the Original Certificate (“the 28 Days”). Within 7 days of receipt of the 
Original Certificate the Player shall notify the Club whether he accepts the 
finding or whether he requires the opinion of an independent medical expert, 
in which event the Player shall proceed in accordance with clause 10.3 
above. In these circumstances, all reasonable endeavours must be used to 
ensure that any further medical examination takes place before expiry of the 
28 Days and the expert shall be instructed to express their opinion as to the 
fitness of the Player to play rugby during the 28 Days. 

10.7 If the Player's absence shall be occasioned by the actionable negligence of a third 
party in respect of which damages are recoverable, then all sums paid by the Club 
shall constitute loans to the Player, who shall: 

10.7.1 immediately notify the Club of all the relevant circumstances and of any 
claim, compromise, settlement or judgment which is made or awarded in 
connection therewith;  

10.7.2 subject to 10.7.3, if the Club requires, refund to the Club such sum as the 
Club may determine, not exceeding the lesser of the amount of damages 
recovered by him in respect of loss of earnings and the sums advanced to 
him in respect of the period of incapacity; and 

10.7.3 be entitled to deduct any reasonable legal and other expenses related to 
making such recovery prior to making any payment to the Club under this 
clause.  
 

10.8 At any time during the Player’s employment or thereafter, the Club shall provide to 
the Player within 7 days of the Player’s written request: 
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(a) a full copy of his medical and/or dental records held by the Club; and/or 
 

(b) written confirmation of the aggregate number of days the Player is considered 
by the Club to have been incapacitated by reason of illness, injury or accident in 
the 12 month period up to and including the date of the written request.  

 
10.9 In order to establish the duration of the Player’s incapacity for the purposes of this 

Clause 10, no regard shall be had to any period in excess of three weeks during 
which the Player is required to wait in order to undergo any medical or surgical 
procedure in respect of an illness, injury or accident, provided that the Player has 
made himself readily available for any such medical or surgical procedure and/or the 
delay shall not be by reason of any medical advice or recommendation.  For the 
avoidance of doubt, any waiting period of three weeks or less shall constitute a period 
of incapacity for the purpose of calculating the aggregate period of nine months set 
out at clauses 10.4 and 10.6.    

 
10.10  The Player may, at any time, request an examination to be carried out by the Club’s 

medical expert in order to help establish his fitness to play rugby for the Club. Such 
examination shall take place within 7 days of the written request from the Player. 
Following such examination, the medical expert who carried out the examination 
shall certify in writing within 3 days whether or not in his opinion the Player is 
incapacitated by illness, injury or accident from playing rugby for the Club. If the 
Player does not accept the findings of the Club’s medical expert, then the procedure 
set out at clause 10.3 shall apply. 

 
 

11 TERMINATION 

11.1 The Club may terminate this Agreement: 

11.1.1 if the Player is, guilty of a serious breach or material breach of the terms of 
this Agreement, on giving 14 days written notice to the Player, provided that 
the Club has first notified the Player in writing of the breach (if it is capable 
of remedy) and required a remedy within 14 days and the breach has not 
been so remedied; 

11.1.2 subject to Schedule 3, immediately, should the Player commit an act of gross 
misconduct being misconduct regarded by the Club as being so serious that 
it justifies summary dismissal (dismissal without notice where, for the 
avoidance of doubt, there is no entitlement to payment in lieu of notice) 
including but not limited to: 

11.1.2.1 conviction of a criminal offence which results in a custodial 
sentence; 

11.1.2.2 failing to submit to a drugs test or series of drugs tests or 
‘whereabouts’ reporting (if required) or other testing 
programmes or failing a drugs test, (where “drugs test” 
includes (i) any drug test under any applicable anti-doping 
regulations and (ii) any drugs test, whether by means of 
urine, hair or blood sample or otherwise and as and when 
required by the RFU, for illicit substances); 

11.1.2.3 incapacity to perform his duties due to abuse of drugs or 
excessive consumption of alcohol or failure to maintain the 
high standard of physical fitness referred to in Clause 6.4 
above; 

11.1.2.4 theft (from Club players, employees, members or a member 
of the public); 
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11.1.2.5 unauthorised possession of property of the Club or causing 
malicious damage intentionally to the property of the Club, 
its players, members or members of the public; 

11.1.2.6 being guilty of gross insubordination or conduct that has 
brought the Club or the game into disrepute; and  

11.1.2.7 any serious repeated breach or non-observance by the 
Player of any of the obligations contained in this agreement. 

 
 11.1.3 In accordance with clause 10.6 of this Agreement. 

11.2 The Player may terminate this Agreement: 

11.2.1 if the Club is guilty of serious or material breach of the terms and conditions 
of this Agreement, on giving 14 days written notice to the Club, provided that 
the Player has first notified the Club in writing of the breach (if it is capable 
of remedy) and required a remedy within 14 days and the breach has not 
been so remedied; 

11.2.2 immediately, if the Club, is unable to pay its debts or enters into compulsory 
or voluntary liquidation (other than for the purpose of effecting a 
reconstruction or amalgamation in such manner that the company resulting 
from such reconstruction or amalgamation if a different legal entity shall 
agree to be bound by and assume the obligations of the Club under this 
Agreement) or compounds with or convenes a meeting of its creditors or has 
a receiver (which expression shall include an administrative receiver) or 
manager or an administrator appointed of its assets or ceases for any reason 
to carry on business or takes or suffers any similar action; 

11.2.3 in accordance with clause 10.4 of this Agreement; 

11.2.4 immediately should the Club exercise its right to reduce the Player’s salary 
by more than 60% pursuant to clause 3.3 above. 

 
11.3 Either the Club or the Player may terminate this Agreement forthwith if the Player is 

not registered to play for the Club within three months of the Commencement Date 
of this Agreement. 

11.5 On the termination of this Agreement, save where otherwise agreed the Player shall 
immediately deliver to the Club or its authorised representative all notes, 
memoranda, records, correspondence, documents and all other material whatsoever 
relating to the business of the Club (and any copies of the same) and all motor cars, 
car keys, equipment, books, documents, and other property of or relating to the 
business of the Club which may be in his possession or under his power or control 
(and shall not retain any copies) and if the Player should fail to do so the Club is 
irrevocably authorised to appoint some person in his name and on his behalf to sign 
any documents and do any things necessary or requisite to give effect thereto.  

 
12 DISCIPLINARY RULES & GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 

12.1 The Club’s disciplinary and grievance procedures are set out at Schedule 3 to this 
Agreement. They form part of the Player’s contract of employment with the Club. 

12.2  If the Player has any grievance arising from his employment he should refer the 
matter to the Team Manager. If the matter relates to the Team Manager, the Player 
should address his complaint to the Club’s CEO.  If the matter is not resolved by the 
Team Manager (or Club’s CEO as appropriate), the Player may appeal in writing 
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within 14 days to the Disciplinary Committee (as defined in Schedule 3).  The 
Disciplinary Committee shall afford the Player a reasonable opportunity to address 
the Disciplinary Committee in connection with the grievance before any decision is 
taken.  Any appeal from such decision shall be to the Appeal Committee in 
accordance with the Club Disciplinary procedure set out in Schedule 3 of this 
Agreement. 

12.3 If the Player breaches any obligation contained in this Agreement the procedure set 
out in Schedule 3 should apply. 

13 TRADE UNION 

13.1 This Agreement has been negotiated with the involvement of the RPA and the Club 
supports and approves the Player’s membership of the RPA.  

13.2 The Player authorises the Club subject to confirmation by the Player in writing to 
deduct and pay over to the RPA such amounts from his first monthly salary and 
thereafter on each such anniversary the amount of such membership contributions 
as shall be notified to the Club by the RPA on or around the 1st September of every 
year.  The Player must give at least 3 months’ notice to the Club should he no longer 
wish for the Club to make payments to the RPA. 

13.3 The Player agrees to support the RPA whilst he is a member with a minimum of two 
appearances during each calendar year (save where otherwise agreed by RPA), 
over and above the promotional activities referred to in paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 of 
this Agreement.  The dates of such appearances shall be agreed by the Player and 
RPA. 

14 DATA PROTECTION ACT 
 

The Player: 
 
(i)  authorises the Club to provide a copy of this Agreement and any variations hereof 

to the Salary Cap auditors or solicitors where reasonably required by the same 
(provided that it remains confidential as between the Player, the Club and the 
auditors and solicitors);  

 
(ii) consents to the Club, PRL and the RPA processing data relating to the Player 

solely for legal, personnel, administrative and management purposes pursuant to 
the operation of this Agreement and in each case to the minimum extent 
necessary.  

 
15 COMMERCIAL RIGHTS AND PLAYER RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
 Schedule 2 shall have effect. 
 
16  THIRD PARTY RIGHTS 
 

The Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 shall apply to this Agreement to the extent 
(but no more) set out in this clause.  Any third party shall be entitled to enforce the benefits 
conferred on it by this Agreement including for the avoidance of doubts any rights the PRL 
shall have under clause 6.13 or otherwise.  
  

17 GENERAL 
 
17.1 Any notice or communication issued under the terms of this Agreement must be in writing in 

English and (i) delivered by hand, (ii) sent by recorded delivery mail or courier (iii) sent by 
email, to the address(es) set out at the outset of this Agreement or email address(es) notified 
to the other party, in each case marked for the attention of the other party (or to such other 
address(es) and/or addressee(s) and/or email address(es) as the party concerned shall from 
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time to time designate to the other), except in the case of any notice or communication in 
respect of breach and/or alleged breach of this Agreement and/or any disciplinary and/or 
grievance matter or notice provided under clauses 2.7 or 10.6 and in respect of which (iii) 
shall not apply. Any such notice shall be deemed given at the time when personal delivery 
was made, or the notice was signed for by a representative of the recipient party; or if returned 
to sender marked 'unknown', 'gone away' or similar, on return of the notice to the sender 
(provided that the notice has been sent to the correct address), or, in the case of e-mail, at 
the time the e-mail was sent to the correct e-mail address in the absence of any ‘failure to 
send’ or equivalent notification being received by the sender. 

 
17.2 Save as expressly set out in this Agreement, neither party shall (without the prior consent of 

the other) assign, novate, charge, sub-licence or similar this Agreement and/or the benefit 
and/or burden of this Agreement or any of its provisions.  

 
17.3 If any court or competent authority finds that any provision of this Agreement (or part of any 

provision) is invalid, illegal or unenforceable, that provision or part-provision shall, to the 
extent required, be deemed to be deleted, and the validity and enforceability of the other 
provisions of this Agreement shall not be affected. If any invalid, unenforceable or illegal 
provision of this agreement would be valid, enforceable and legal if some part of it were 
deleted, the parties shall negotiate in good faith to amend such provision such that, as 
amended, it is legal, valid and enforceable, and, to the greatest extent possible, achieves the 
parties' original commercial intention. 

 
17.4 The failure to exercise or a delay in exercising a right or remedy provided by this Agreement 

or by any applicable law does not constitute a waiver of the right or remedy or a waiver of 
other rights or remedies. A waiver of a breach of any term of this Agreement or of a default 
under this Agreement does not constitute a waiver of any other breach or default and shall 
not affect the other terms of this Agreement. No waiver shall be effective unless specifically 
made in writing and signed by a duly authorised officer of the party granting such waiver. The 
rights and remedies provided by this Agreement are cumulative and (subject as otherwise 
provided in this Agreement) are not exclusive of any rights or remedies provided by any 
applicable law. 

 
17.5 This Agreement and the documents referred to herein constitutes the whole agreement 

between the parties and supersedes all previous agreements between the parties relating to 
its subject matter. Each party acknowledges that, in entering into this Agreement, it has not 
relied on, and shall have no right or remedy in respect of, any statement, representation, 
assurance or warranty (whether made negligently or innocently) other than as expressly set 
out in this Agreement. 

 
 
18 APPLICABLE LAW AND JURISDICTION 

 
English law is the law applicable to this Agreement and the courts of England shall have 
jurisdiction to settle any dispute which arise in relation thereto. 
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SIGNED 
 
By:………………………… 
 
For and on behalf of the Club 
 
 
 
By .……………………….. 
 
The Player 
 
DATE………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Statement by the Player’s Agent (if applicable) 
 
I hereby confirm that I have represented the Player in the negotiation of the terms of this 
Agreement. 
 
SIGNED ………………………………………………… 
Name; ………………………………………………….. 
Agents Registration Number (………………………..) 
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SCHEDULE 1 
 
 
This Schedule sets out the terms of the Player’s employment which are personal to the Player.  The 
remaining terms and conditions of employment are as set out and agreed in the standard contract (of 
which this Schedule is a part)  
 
1 Term 

 
The duration ("Term") of the Agreement is from the Commencement Date to the Termination 
Date inclusive.   

 
Commencement Date …………………………………………………; 
Termination Date …………………………………………………. ; 
 
There is no normal retirement age. 
 

2 Continuity of Employment 
 

For the purposes of continuity of employment, the Player’s employment with the Club began on 
[date] and no prior service with any other employer shall count towards continuity of employment. 

 
3 Salary 
 

The Player will be paid £……..………. per annum subject to deductions for tax and national 
insurance in 12 equal monthly instalments on or before the last day of each month.  
 

4 Agents Fees 
 

Fees have been paid to the Registered Agents in the sum of £………………..… 
 
5 Bonus (individual and team) 
 
 [Details to be added] 
 
6 Benefits 
 
 The Player will benefit from relevant PRL/RPA/RFU personal accident policies which they intend 

to renew annually.  If such policies are not renewed, then this benefit will cease. 
 
 
7  Pension 
  

[Insert terms] 
 
No contracting out certificate pursuant to the Pensions Scheme Act 1993 is in force in respect 
of the Player’s employment under this Agreement. 
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SCHEDULE 2 
 

COMMERCIAL RIGHTS AND PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITES 
 
 

This Schedule explains the player image rights the Club and the Player will benefit from by virtue of 
the employment relationship between them.  It is recognised that it is in the best interest of both 
parties that the exploitation of rights associated with the appearances of players for commercial 
purposes be properly governed so that the overall commercial viability of the game is enhanced for 
the benefit of all and no confusion arises between the parties as to what rights can be exploited by 
the Club and the Player acting individually or together with other players. Any rights not specifically 
dealt with in this Schedule shall be deemed to belong to the Player and he may exploit those rights 
as he sees fit subject only to the general provisions of this Schedule.  
 
Whilst the Club and Players recognise that Schedule 2 represents the standard position in respect of 
image rights and promotional appearances, nothing in this Agreement shall preclude separate 
arrangements relating to the exploitation of additional rights on such terms and for such consideration 
as are agreed either within the context of the employment relationship or any other form of relationship 
such as an image rights company 
 
Subject to the availability of the Player, such availability not to be unreasonably withheld by the Club, 
nothing in this Schedule or the Agreement shall preclude the Player whilst being a member of RPA 
from participating in, endorsing or supporting the activities, whether commercial or otherwise, of the 
RPA and, in particular, it is agreed that the Club shall release the Player for a minimum of 2 RPA 
events per year (save where otherwise agreed by RPA) on dates to be agreed by RPA.  
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
In this Schedule and in this Agreement the following terms have the following meanings: 
 
“Image Rights” means those intellectual property rights belonging to an individual Player relating to 
his name, likeness, image, signature, logo, strapline, catchphrase, fame, notoriety, nickname(s), 
mannerisms, distinguishing characteristics and voice such rights arising out of or associated with 
personal appearances for the purposes described in this Schedule or otherwise relating to the Club . 
When referred to in the context of a team or squad, it means the collective Image Rights of the Players 
making up the team or squad, such collective Image Rights being vested in TER LLP in relation to 
England appearances. For the avoidance of doubt, subject to Clause 1.9 of this Schedule Image 
rights include Internet web site design and usage.  Nothing in this Agreement shall have the effect of 
creating by contract or otherwise any performance rights individual to the Player in any sporting 
performance that is not provided for in English law. 
 
“Leisurewear” means clothing and footwear (excluding rugby boots) other than Playing Kit. 
 
“Playing Kit” means all playing and training kit and/or clothing including rugby shirts, shorts and socks, 
footwear (excluding rugby boots), tracksuits, sweatshirts, tee shirts, caps, scrum caps and other 
headgear, mouthguards, sports bags, or holdalls, rugby balls, sweatbands/headbands, towels, 
bandage supports, garters/tie ups base layer clothing, protective clothing and shin pads. 
 
“Premiership Competitions” means all club competitions organised or approved by the RFU for the 
Premiership Clubs. 
 
“Promotional Activities” means appearance at and participation in a reasonable number of reasonably 
located (in time and distance) promotional activities and public relations exercises relating to the Club 
as the Club may from time to time specify in accordance with this Schedule.  
 
 
 
 
THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 
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1 Grant of Licence for Club and other Promotional Activities 
 

1.1 Subject to the terms of this Agreement and in particular clause 1.2 hereof, the parties 
acknowledge that the Image Rights of the Player belong solely and exclusively to 
him and may not be exploited by the Club or granted to any other third party without 
the express authority of the Player save as is provided in this Schedule. 

 
1.2 Subject to clause 1.4 the Player acknowledges that he will be obliged to participate 

in a reasonable number of Promotional Activities and RPA activities and duties so as 
to enable the terms and conditions of the Clubs contracts entered into with any 
sponsor, licensee or partner to be fulfilled.  The Player hereby licences his Image 
Rights to the Club for Promotional Activities subject to the terms set out below.   
 

1.3 The Club may assign the benefit of such licence to PRL in order to promote PRL and 
Premiership Competitions for the benefit of such PRL partners as are notified to the 
Clubs and Players from time to time subject to the terms set out below. 

 
1.4 These Promotional Activities will unless varied upward by agreement in Schedule 1 

be limited to 20 hours per month (excluding reasonable travel) and may at the 
discretion of the Club include: 

 
1.4.1 Events organised by any sponsor or licensee of the Club; 

 
1.4.2 Interviews given to television, radio, press or magazine journalists, which in 

themselves shall not exceed 5 hours in any month; 
 

1.4.3 Visits by third parties to any matches training sessions or squad sessions of 
the Club; 

 
1.4.4 Benevolent and/or charitable activities including without limitation visits to 

schools hospital and charitable organisations.  
 

1.5 Within the 20 hours per month specified in clause 1.4 above, the Player agrees to 
make himself reasonably available to Club approved photographers at photographic 
opportunities subject always to the conditions that any such photographic image 
and/or other depiction/representation of the Image Rights to be commercially 
exploited by the Club or sponsor, licensee and/or partner must contain a minimum of 
three Club players with each player employed by the Club having roughly equal 
prominence and provided that such usage does not imply any individual 
endorsement.   
 
1.5.1 By way of exception to clause 1.5, the Club and PRL shall have the right to 

exploit commercially the photographic image of a Club's team captain in an 
individual capacity but only in relation to ambassadorial work such as club 
tournament launches and promotions.  Such a right shall extend to the 
commercial exploitation of the photographic image of an individual player for 
use on programmes, brochures and marketing collateral promoting the Club, 
provided that the relevant Player chosen is subject to regular rotation. 
 

1.5.2 Pursuant to clause 1.3 above, PRL shall have the right to exploit 
commercially the photographic image of a minimum of three players from the 
Premiership on a collective basis for the benefit of Premier Rugby partners. 

 
1.6 At Promotional Activities the Player shall wear appropriate Playing Kit or Leisurewear 

as requested by the Team Manager or other appropriate Club official. 
 

1.7 The Player shall follow all reasonable instructions given to him by the organiser of 
any event or activity to which the Promotional Activity relates. 

 
1.8 The Player will conduct himself in an orderly and respectable manner suitable to the 
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relevant event or activity and any relevant audience.   
 

1.9 Subject to clause 1.5.1 and 1.5.2 the Player’s Image Rights may not without the 
express authority of the Player be used on any website or internet based or online 
enterprise operated by the Club or any third party on its behalf except as provided 
for in this Schedule or in Club team or squad profiles so long as the Player’s profile 
is the same as or substantially the same in content and format as the profiles of at 
least three of his Club colleagues and that all such profiles are equally accessible to 
users of the website or other internet or online presence and no impression is given 
that the website or other internet presence is the “official” or “exclusive” website or 
other internet presence of the Player. 

 
2 Player’s Commercial Activities 
 

The Player is free to pursue commercial activities on his own account subject to the following 
terms and conditions: 
 
2.1 The Player must comply with the terms of this Schedule and the Agreement.  

 
2.2 The Player must take all reasonable steps (to include contacting the relevant Club 

official) to ensure that any sponsorship, advertising or similar promotional activity 
undertaken by him will not conflict with the relationship between the Club and any 
Club sponsor or potential sponsor with whom the Club is currently actively in 
negotiation. 

 
2.3 The Player shall have the non -exclusive right to use in the context of a web presence 

of the Player available over the Internet all archive material owned or controlled by 
the Club PROVIDED THAT: 

 
2.3.1 This right is personal to the Player, although in the alternative it may be 

delegated to someone operating a web presence in the name of and with 
the authority from the Player;  

 
2.3.2 Although the Club will not charge a rights fee in respect of such use, there 

may be handling or rights clearance fees to be paid to third parties; 
 

2.3.3 The use of such material will be limited to 10 minutes in any 24 hour period; 
 

2.3.4 The right will lapse 12 months after the expiry of this Agreement, or any 
subsequent playing agreement between the Player and the Club. 

 
3 Restrictions on Player’s Commercial Activities 

 
The Player shall not make use of: 
 
3.1 The Club name, Club logo, the name [………………………] Rugby Football Club or 

[……………………] RFC or any other use of the words “[………………]”, “Club”, 
“Rugby”, and “Football” in conjunction with others, without the prior consent of the 
Club such consent not to be unreasonably withheld or delayed; 
 

3.2 The Club insignia including but not limited to the [………………..] logo without the 
prior written consent of the Club such consent not to be unreasonably withheld or 
delayed. 

 

 
4 Player’s Conduct Undertaking 

 
In relation to any promotion of the Player by the Player or on his behalf to the public through 
whatever media (including in particular web sites or other Internet promotion) which is 
authorised and or controlled by the Player and/or his agents: 



Standard Form Player Contract – PRL, RPA & RFU Agreed 01.03.16 
 

 
4.1 The Player undertakes that such promotion will not, so far as its content refers to the 

Player or the Club or any of the Club’s other players, infringe any rules or regulations 
or any terms set out or referred to in this Agreement: 

 
4.2 Such promotion shall not cause the Player or Club to be brought into disrepute, or 

the game of rugby football to be brought into disrepute; 
 

4.3 Such promotion shall not damage or interfere with the commercial interests of the 
Club. 

 

 
5  Other Provisions 
 

 
5.1 Nothing in this Schedule 2 shall prevent the Club from entering into other 

arrangements additional or supplemental hereto or in variance hereof in relation to 
commercial rights and promotional activities with the Player from time to time. Details 
of the following shall be set out below: 

 
5.1.1  any other such arrangements which have been agreed as at the date of the 

signing of this contract; and 
 
5.1.2  any image rights contract(s), or similar, which have been, or are intended to 

be, entered into by the Club with an entity or entities which control the image 
rights of the Player. 

 
5.2 (If applicable) The following arrangements additional or supplemental to the terms of 

this Schedule or in variance hereof in relation to commercial rights and promotional 
activities have been agreed between the Club and the Player: 

 
[Set out summary of agreement(s) to include services to be provided and fees to be 
paid] 

 
5.3 (If applicable) The following image rights contract(s), or similar, have been, or are 

intended to be, entered into by the Club with an entity or entities which control the 
image rights of the Player: 

 
[Set out summary of image right contracts to include the identity of the image rights 
company(ies), the services to be provided and  the fees to be paid] 
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SCHEDULE 3 
 

CLUB DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE 
 

1 This procedure applies to all Players who should familiarise themselves with its provisions.   
 
2 Where appropriate, the Club may deal with some issues by counselling or informal warnings 

to either correct a situation or prevent it from getting worse without having to use the 
disciplinary procedure.  

 
3 In the event of a breach or an alleged breach by the Player of any obligation contained in this 

Agreement the Club's Disciplinary Committee ("the Disciplinary Committee") may take 
disciplinary action against the Player.  The power to invoke the disciplinary procedure set out 
in this Schedule shall lie with the Team Manager, who shall also act to invoke the disciplinary 
procedure on instruction from the appropriate Club Official.  At all times, the Club shall act 
fairly and reasonably in the conduct of any disciplinary action and shall observe the rules of 
natural justice. 

 
4 The Disciplinary Committee will comprise of two appropriate Club officials and any two 

individuals nominated by the Player.  The Club shall nominate one of its representatives to 
be the Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee who shall have a casting vote in the event of 
deadlock. For the avoidance of doubt, the Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee can seek 
legal advice on behalf of the Disciplinary Committee. 

 
 
5 Any power of the Disciplinary Committee to take disciplinary action against the Player for any 

breach of this Agreement and any such disciplinary measures taken shall not prejudice or 
limit any other right or remedy which the World Rugby, the RFU may have in relation to such 
breach.  

 
6 If the Club is of the reasonable opinion after conducting due investigation that a Player may 

have been in breach of any obligation contained in this Agreement the appropriate Club 
Official shall instruct that Player in writing to appear before the Disciplinary Committee.  Such 
instruction shall specify allegations and evidence against the Player and indicate the date 
and time of the Player's appearance before the Committee.  Where appropriate, the Club will 
send the Player any evidence prior to the hearing.  The Player shall be entitled to be 
accompanied at the hearing by a colleague or either a RPA or other trade union 
representative of his choice (“the Representative”) who shall be entitled to ask questions and 
address the Disciplinary Committee. 

 
7 At the hearing the Player shall be required to answer any relevant questions put to him by 

the members of the Disciplinary Committee and to give such explanations for his conduct as 
the Disciplinary Committee shall require.  The Player shall be given the opportunity to state 
his case to the Disciplinary Committee before any decision is taken and may provide the 
Disciplinary Committee with such documentary or other evidence as he thinks appropriate 
either before or at the disciplinary hearing. 

 
8 In the course of the disciplinary hearing, the Disciplinary Committee may consider oral written 

or video evidence from third parties.  In such a case the Player or the Representative shall, 
as far as practicable, be given a reasonable opportunity to cross-examine such witnesses 
and make representations as to the contents of written witness statements.  The Player will 
also have a reasonable opportunity to invite his own witness(es) to attend the hearing to give 
evidence.  The Player or the Representative shall also have a reasonable opportunity to 
examine and comment upon any other written or video evidence considered by the 
Disciplinary Committee. 

 
9 The Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee shall be entitled to suspend its hearing for the 

purpose of investigating any matters put to the Disciplinary Committee by the Player or the 
Representative.  Such a suspension shall last only for as long as shall be reasonably 
necessary to conclude an investigation. 
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10 After the conclusion of the disciplinary hearing, or within 48 hours of the disciplinary hearing 

where possible, the Disciplinary Committee shall consider the evidence and reach its 
decision.  The Chairman shall inform the Player of the Disciplinary Committee's decision and 
the reasons for it.  The same shall be communicated in writing to the Player within 5 Working 
Days (meaning Monday to Friday inclusive but excluding public holidays) of the Disciplinary 
Committee's decision.  Where the Disciplinary Committee is satisfied that the case for 
disciplinary action is established, the Disciplinary Committee may take one or more of the 
following steps: 

 
10.1 take no further action; 
 
10.2 caution or reprimand the Player, or issue an oral or written warning; 
 
10.3 impose a reasonable and proportionate fine upon the Player of up to a maximum of 

two weeks' net remuneration (excluding bonuses and benefits in kind) and which may 
be increased up to a maximum of four weeks’ net remuneration (excluding bonuses 
and benefits in kind) solely in circumstances where the offence: (i) is an off field 
incident, and (ii) is a repeat offence of the same nature of the offence for which the 
Player has previously suffered a fine imposed by the Club during the preceding 2 
year period. Any fine shall be payable by the Player by equal instalments over the 
remaining period of this Agreement or by equal instalments within 12 months from 
the date of such fine being imposed, whichever is the lesser period; 

 
10.5 suspend the Player with payment; 
 
10.6 terminate the Employment. 
 

11 The warnings referred to in clause 10.2 will remain effective for the following periods: 
 
 (a) recorded verbal warning – 6 months 
 
 (b) first written warning – 12 months 
 
 (c) final written warning – 12 months 
 
 Two copies of a warning will be completed.  One copy will be issued to the Player and the 

other will be retained on the Player’s personnel file.  The warning will expire after the 
appropriate period. 

 
12 The Player shall have the right of appeal against any decision of the Disciplinary Committee.  

The appeal must be in writing and be lodged with the appropriate Club Official, within 5 
Working Days of the Player’s receipt of the written decision. The Player’s notice of appeal 
shall set out the Player's grounds of appeal in full. 

 
13 The appeal shall be heard by an Appeal Committee of the Club within 15 Working Days of 

the receipt by the appropriate Club official of the notice of appeal.  The Appeal Committee 
shall be comprised of two appropriate Club Officials and any two individuals nominated by 
the Player. The Club shall nominate one of its representatives to be the Chairman of the 
Appeal Committee who shall have a casting vote in the event of a deadlock. The Appeal 
Committee shall have the power to confirm or reduce any penalty imposed by the Disciplinary 
Committee, and to overrule any finding made by the Disciplinary Committee.  No member of 
the Disciplinary Committee shall sit as a member on the Appeal Committee.  The Player 
and/or the Representative shall be entitled to attend at the hearing of the appeal and to make 
representations to the Appeal Committee before a decision is made.  The Player shall be 
notified of the decision of the Appeal Committee in writing within 5 Working Days of the appeal 
hearing.  The decision of the Appeal Committee shall be final. 

 
14 The Club and the Player recognise that there is often public and media interest in disciplinary 

procedures and their outcome. In order to protect the interests of both parties, the Club and 
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the Player agree that any public announcement in respect of any relevant disciplinary 
proceedings will be confined to a statement to the effect that relevant disciplinary action has 
been taken or, in the case of a finding that the Player is not guilty of the alleged offence, a 
statement to that effect. Where the Club and the Player agree, a more detailed statement 
may be issued. 
 

15 All proceedings, witness statements and records relating to any disciplinary matter will be 
kept confidential by both the Club and the Player. 

 
1 CLUB GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 

 
The Grievance Procedure is intended as the means by which Players may formally raise a 
grievance, regarding any condition of their employment, heard by the Club.  The Player has 
the right to be accompanied at any hearing or appeal by a trade union representative or 
colleague of his choice. In the event of a Player wishing to raise a grievance, it is preferable 
for the grievance to be satisfactorily resolved informally if at all possible.  However, it is 
understood however that this is not always possible and that a formal procedure is required 
to ensure the swift and fair resolution of matters which aggrieve any Player. 

Time scales are indicated to try to ensure that grievances are dealt with quickly, however these may 
be extended as reasonably required. 
 
Informal Procedure - Stage 1 

 
The Player's first step is to raise any grievance in writing with his Team Manager who in most cases, 
will be best placed to respond to his complaint. If the matter itself concerns the Team Manager, then 
the grievance should be taken to the Club’s CEO. 
 
Formal Procedure - Stage 2 

 
A If, the matter cannot be satisfactorily resolved under the informal procedure, the Player 

should raise the matter formally, in writing, with the Team Manager who will try to agree a 
satisfactory solution.   

If the grievance is contested or needs to be investigated, the Team Manager will invite the 
Player to a meeting to discuss the grievance and will inform the Player of his right to be 
accompanied by a trade union representative or colleague.  The Team Manager will confirm 
any decision or proposed action to the Player in writing within 5 Working Days of the hearing 
or, where no hearing has taken place, within 5 Working Days of the grievance being raised.  
If it is not possible to respond within the specified time period the Player will be given an 
explanation for the delay and told when a response can be expected. 

B If the matter is not resolved, the Player should raise his grievance in writing with the Club’s 
Chief Executive Officer within 10 Working Days. The Chief Executive shall form a Disciplinary 
Committee and this Committee will invite the Player to a hearing within 10 Working Days of 
the receipt of the notice by the Chief Executive in order to discuss the grievance and will 
inform the Player of his right to be accompanied by a colleague or trade union representative.  
The Disciplinary Committee will confirm any decision or proposed action to the Player in 
writing within 10 Working Days of the hearing.  If it is not possible to respond within the 
specified time period the Player will be given an explanation for the delay and told when a 
response can be expected. 

C If Player wishes to appeal the decision of the Disciplinary Committee, he should, within 10 
Working Days appeal in writing to the Appeal Committee. The Appeal Committee will invite 
the Player to attend a meeting and within 10 Working Days of that meeting will inform the 
Player of its final decision.  
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SCHEDULE 4 
 
 
INDIVIDUAL CLAUSES VARIED 

 

Clause Varied  Reason for variation 

  

  

  

  

  

 
 


